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Author’s note 

 

When The Parisian Post invited me to write poems on www.theparisianpost.com, it coincided 

with the start of the French Presidential campaign.  Sarkozy had just performed on stage at his 

inaugural rally, wearing all black and waving his arms, rising to the occasion, and nervous:  I 

couldn’t help but see a bothered crow.  Then came Hollande, a less demonstrative man, more 

like a blackbird with his seemingly hesitant approach, head in the air, listening, watching.  

From then on I saw all the other candidates as birds.   

 

 

Having worked in the political section of the British Embassy in Paris, studied French 

institutions and followed them closely ever since, French politics runs in my blood.  I find 

solace in poetry and nature as well, so combining these three elements created the perfect 

alchemy for writing satirical verses.   

 

 

Unlike the Whigs and Tories/Left and Right in England during the 18
th
 and 19

th
 century who 

were lampooned by partisan satirists, I couldn’t take sides.  There were too many sides, all 

multifaceted: no less than 10 candidates railing at each other, a feast for those who love 

words, rhythm, rhyme and images.  Watching them on television, I couldn’t help but see them 

all in my back garden, squabbling like the sparrows around the bird table, and by listening to 

and watching their expressions of fervor, surprise and anger, and observing their gait, I had a 

field day each week.  To keep all in proportion each poem ends with a cold dose of the grim 

reality which was happening around the world.  

 

 

Both the English and French have, over the ages, shined in satirical literature,  - in England 

John Dryden, Swift, and Pope were crowning protagonists, and in France Voltaire (“La Pucelle 

d’Orléans”), Victor Hugo (“Les Châtiments”), Molière and La Rochefoucauld also shined in the 

genre.   

 

 

A short résumé of the week’s events is presented before each poem to help understand my 

beef.   I’m infinitely grateful to Sylvain Fraccola for finding such apt pictures to illustrate them.  

I hope you enjoy reading them as much I did writing them.  

 

 

Paris, May 2012. 

http://www.theparisianpost.com/
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Preface 

 

Satirical verse is rarely encountered today.  With the rise of newspapers in the 19
th
 century, 

editors and columnists took over the role of commentator, and poets tended to stay at home, 

behind the gates of their closed gardens.  Back in the 17
th
 and 18

th
 century, techniques of 

traditional verse such as rhyme and fixed stanzas – some borrowed from the French  – helped 

the largely illiterate public to understand political satire, particularly when it was heard read 

aloud in the  coffee-houses.   But such traditional techniques were finally dropped by the 20
th
 

century Symbolists, Imagists, Vorticists or proponents of ‘free verse’, leaving political satire for 

columnists, thus depriving readers of the pleasure that can only be found in verse.   

 

Enter Annie Shepherd who, inspired by the 2012 French presidential election campaign, picks 

up the idea of satirical verse and brings it alive again in these pages, written at the request of 

The Parisian Post and posted on the website each week during the campaign.  

 

Given the economic and political climate during this presidential campaign – the possible 

collapse of the euro and the potential threat it poses to the integrity of the European Union - 

there was a good deal of anxiety in Europe, indeed in the entire world, about the outcome of this 

election.  Annie’s poems comment on the election from its beginning to its bittersweet end, with 

the occasional aside on world events.  All the foibles of human ambition and pettiness are 

portrayed here, but without heat.  Indignation and scorn is absent, as is despair.  There is no 

character assassination: that she left to the candidates themselves.   

 

The English poet John Dryden, in his essay on satire (and who, like Annie, occasionally drew 

his models from the animal kingdom, likening the clergy to panthers, domestic poultry and 

amatory pigeons), wrote that there was a vast difference between the ‘slovenly butchering of a 

man, and the fineness of a stroke that separates the head from the body, and leaves it standing 

in its place.’  Annie has left the body standing.  The question she raises is whether it can walk.  

 

 

Lyndon Thompson.  Paris, May 2012. 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Satire is the best agent to keep us free from taking words for substance…   

[It] deals with the humdrum and prosaic, and the everyday qualities of the 

people in question… and …  abounds in humour, wit, and good sense.” 

 

 

C. W. Previté-Orton, in Political Satire in English Poetry, Cambridge University Press, 1910.  
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Combining Annie Shepherd’s love of poetry, politics, and nature, she has given the 

political candidates the attributes of birds in both behaviour and demeanour. 

 

 

 

The Players: 

         Hollande/     Mélenchon/               Sarkozy/    Marine Le Pen/ 
blackbird    magpie      chemineau    crow          gannet 

 

 

 

 

        Arthaud/        Poutou       Bayrou     Joly/         Dupont-Aignan/ 
          duck                                               greenfinch           dickie bird 

 
 
Hollande:   Parti socialiste 
Mélenchon:  Front de Gauche 
Cheminade:  Solidarité et Progrès:  
Sarkozy :   UMP/Union pour un Mouvement Populaire 
Le Pen:   Front nationale 
Arthaud:   Lutte Ouvrière 
Poutou:   NPA/Nouveau Parti Anticapitaliste 
Bayrou:   MODEM/Mouvement Démocrate 
Joly:   Europe écologie/les Verts 
Dupont-Aignan:  Debout la République 
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Week ending 19 February 2012 - Pecking Order   

 

President-incumbent Nicholas Sarkozy enters into the race, giving a speech at his inaugural rally in Marseille wearing 

all black: black polo neck and raising his arms to cheers from his UMP supporters (Union pour un Movement Populaire). 

The backdrop on stage is the new UMP slogan: La France Forte.  Edouard Balladur, the tall rather aloof- looking ex-Prime 

Minster (1993 – 95) under Francois Mitterrand, appears on the middle-class streets of Paris to curry votes for Mr. 

Sarkozy.  

 

UK Prime Minister David Cameron and President incumbent Sarkozy sign an accord in Paris on civilian nuclear 

cooperation, paving the way for the construction of a new generation of power stations in Britain. Marine Le Pen, FN 

(Front Nationale), laments on television that she cannot rustle up the 500 signatures necessary from the Mayors for her to 

enter into the race, and blames Sarkozy for the administrative complications the systems requires.  

 

Rioters in central Athens torch buildings, loot shops and clash with riot police; 100,000 protesters march to the Greek 

parliament to rally against the alarming cuts the Greek government intends to implement to reassure the IMF and EU 

countries they will honour the new rescue loans which will hopefully help avoid the country going bankrupt. The new cuts 

will axe one in five civil service jobs and reduce the minimum wage by more than a fifth.  

 

Heavy shelling continues in Homs, Syria, while protests grow in Damascus against the regime of President Assad.  
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Pecking Order   

 

Week ending 19 February 2012. President Sarkozy enters the Presidential race under the slogan La France Forte and 

signs a deal with the United Kingdom to strengthen co-operation in the development of civil nuclear energy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crow on stage  

no cravat, Man-in-Black 

poloneck twitcher 

demolition demon 

preening feathers 

on the attack 

‘Vote for me LaFranceForte! - 

sounds like Frankfort 

Merkel lurking everywhere. 

SarkoCrow stalking  

claws grip hands: 

‘choose me, my dear middle class friends. 

Look! Balladur!’ 

bald eagle swoops in from eerie 

smiling down an adenoid nose: 

‘Back the Crow! Yes, he’s mine.’ 

Cameron too, 

new nuclear buddy 

bound to blow up together 

friendship unsteady. 

SarkoCrow swaggers 

kick-ass away the sparrows and scum 

but watch the beaknosed smiling gannet - 

Mona Lisa Marine go for him! 

shoots from air and hip 

Bang! 

iron fist with a wham! 

While blackbird Hollande plays surprised 

and Greece and Syria burn.  
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Week ending 26 February 2012 - On the Farm   

 

Sarkozy inaugurates the Salon de l’Agriculture - Paris Agriculture Show.  Arriving one hour early at the opening, he 

campaigns with the farmers, pledging them full support.  He does not look at ease amongst cows.  Reports emerge of 

French farmers leaning more and more towards a German model of mass milking farms where cows hardly see the light 

of day.  

 

 After last year’s independence of South Sudan, border violence continues over how much the south should pay Sudan 

to use its oil pipelines; who should own Abyei, and the rights of displaced citizens.     
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On The Farm 

 

Week ending 26 February 2012. At the Agriculture Salon Sarkozy pledges support for farmers, sweeping up votes for his 

presidential campaign. The industrial sector in crisis, riots in La Reunion, Senegal’s elections, Somalia, Syria… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pig happy, cock on the run 

the cow jumped over the moon to learn 

she’d never need to go out in the sun – 

she can join a Club Med of one million cuds 

tethered in a milking usine 

gathered together like their German cousins. 

A crow among the pigeons - 

Sarko promising industrial sheds 

jobs for the farmers pushing the buttons 

one for Daisy, one for Pâquerette, 

an udder here and another there 

and milk in gallons in just one second. 

Industry, industry must not die 

keep the cock crowing, the pig in the sty 

the wolf from the sheep – and the votes in hand 

at the farmers stand; praise the pâté and pie. 

While in Sudan it rains bombs on the farms 

a government eating all its own people 

and Wade-à-vie Senegal on the edge 

wading through non constitutional mud 

and Fukushima’s birthday looming 

Reunion rioting, still smoke in the air 

no jobs here and no jobs there 

and London calls a Somalia Summit 

but even a lifeboat can sink in despair. 

and still Syria simmering. 
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Week ending 3 March 2012 - Run to Save your Bacon   

 

The international news overwhelmingly covers the growing economic crisis in Europe, and the more and more desperate 

turn of economic and social events in Greece as the country spirals into near default.  Money markets are volatile.  As a 

campaign promise, Sarkozy pledges 17 million Euros to save the ailing steel plant at Florange (Moselle), thus saving 

jobs.  His pledge is met with much scepticism by the French syndicates. Sarkozy accuses François Hollande and the 

Socialist party of organising large anti-Sarkozy demonstrations concerning his Florange pledge.  Meanwhile, it seems 

China is the best place to do business… 
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Run to Save your Bacon 

 

Week ending 3rd March 2011. The Paris Agricultural Show closes. Greece still doesn’t have full support from the EU 

before bail-out; unemployment rising; bankers still getting bonuses; Sarkozy and Hollande both pledge to save the steel 

plant at Florange in the presidential campaign. 

 

 

Copyright: Annie Shepherd 

 

This little piggy went to Market, this little piggy stayed at home, 

this little piggy bet on bonds going down while another little piggy lost hope. 

One bigger piggy got fried in Greece; a Big Fat Piggy bought the banks 

kicked all the piglets out, filled his piggybank 

choc-a-block with bets on the euro and the pound. 

All the little piglets came and blew and blew and blew 

until his piggybank fell down and smashed on the ground. 

And then the jobless count went up, the factories closed down 

and all the little piggies had no way to turn around 

everywhere a pigsty and no money for a home. 

Sarko and Hollande come flapping onto stage 

“I’ll buy the steel, Florange will live, vote for me today!” 

But pigs won’t be duped because pigs are wily too 

so: this little piggy went to Market 

and this little piggy went wee wi wee wi all the way to Beijing. 



16 

 

 

 

Week ending 11 March 2012 - Stage Set 

 

 

Marine Le Pen (the right-wing FN) has still not enough votes from the Mayors for her to enter the race.  Drawing attention 

to herself, she announces that non-Muslims in Paris are unwittingly eating halal meat, provoking alarm and disputes from 

President Sarkozy’s camp, with Prime Minister Fillon trying to calm things by saying such religious practices are 

outdated anyway, a statement which causes even more alarm and we no longer hear anything from Mr. Fillon, who has 

most probably been told to keep his mouth shut from now on. Sarkozy meanwhile is trying to gather votes from the far 

right away from Le Pen. 

 

The International Swaps and Derivatives Association declares a ‘credit event’ for Greece, something which is basically a 

“technical default” but which enables the Greek government to force losses on all private investors. The new legislation 

will be used by the Greek Administration to force private creditors into bond swap.  Markets show little reaction.  

 

An anti-nuclear demonstration takes place in the form of a human chain covering 200 km between Avignon and Lyon, 

to commemorate last year’s Fukushima nuclear plant destruction; in Japan they commemorate the nuclear disaster in 

Fukushima by quietly burning candles. 
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Stage Set  

  

Week ending 11 March 2012. Sarkozy still lags behind Hollande in the polls. Le Pen laments her lack of support from mayors 

to qualify and triggers a furore on Halal meat; Greece obtains EU,ECB, IMF support in a ‘credit event’ – known as a 

‘technical default’; anti-nuclear demonstrations, while commemoration in Japan of last years Great East Japan Earthquake. 

 

Photo Credit: Reuters/Kim Kyung-Hoon 

 

Sarko slides right, perhaps on his way out 

‘too many foreigners here,’ he shouts 

while Marine from the wings cries ‘why no vote from the Mayors?’ 

and ‘I tell you Halal meat is everywhere!’ 

Fillon steps in and falls into the trap  

claims Halal’s outdated, Kosher’s off the map  

Hollande head high runs in on hot air 

could run out of steam before curtain fall. 

Greece heaves a sigh of suspended despair 

wins a credit event but the money’s not there 

a default avoided, but default all the same 

half the young unemployed: humility, shame 

until next time round, how much further to fall? 

Pro-nuclear France, anti-nuclear French 

march in the streets, form a human chain. 

While sad but serene the candles burn 

in Fukushima, remembering, 

fragile minds in a fragile land 

Healing. 
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Week ending 18 March 2012 - .Squabble 

 

 

A television debate between Jean-François Copé – sharp, feisty leader of the UMP and Sarkozy’s right hand spokesman 

during this election campaign, and François Hollande improves Sarko’s ratings in the polls – their discussion includes the 

issue of whether or not to reduce the French nuclear power plants, and Copé accuses Hollande of pinching ideas from the 

UMP and claiming them as his.   

 

Marine Le Pen (FN) at last gets here 500 votes and goes campaigning in majority right-wing Corsica.  

 

A Belgian bus crashes in Switzerland killing 22 children, mostly Belgian and Dutch.  

 

50 years have gone by since the signature on 18 March 1962, of the Accords d’Evian which marked the official closing 

of 8 years of conflict between France and Algeria.      
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Squabble 

 

Week ending 18 March 2012. UMP leader Jean-François Copé argues policies with François Hollande in a TV showdown; 

Marine Le Pen gets her 500 votes and qualifies for the presidential race; the Algerian War is remembered 50 years on, 

and tragic bus accident in Switzerland kills 22 Belgian children. 

 

 

Picture legend: A total of 10 birds have been confirmed as candidates in the French presidential election on 22 April 

 

Blackbird Hollande perched on his branch 

beak in the air singing his song 

while Sarko Crow’s darling, the Copé starling 

pokes holes in his feathers all night long, 

“No nuclear you say? That means no jobs!” 

Blackbird changes his tune, jumps from his branch 

“Yes, nuclear, I mean,” and takes a small hop 

unsure footing to another branch, 

“Get off our nest, cuckoo,” starling cackles 

while gannet Marine dives in on the scene 

her five hundred votes tucked under her wing, 

no need for a branch, she’s going fishing 

for votes in Corsica, encroaching. 

Then remember our neighbours: 

Algeria, 50 years on 

and Belgium, all those children gone. 
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Week ending 25 March 2012 - Tragedy 

 

 

A week of highly mediatised tension in Toulouse as a young disaffected gunman shoots dead 7 people, including 

two parachutists, then holes himself up with his arsenal in an apartment, surrounded by the elite forces who try to 

negotiate with him through megaphones, to no avail. He is at first suspected to be an Al Qaeda sympathiser, but there’s 

no proof. They eventually storm the building and the young man jumps out the window, being shot by one of the forces de 

l’ordre. The event eclipsed the presidential campaign this week, although Sarkozy chooses it to reinforce his message on 

the importance of security in France.  

 

Jean Louis Boorloo, once Environment Minister under Sarkozy, at last shows his colours and announces he’s supporting 

Sarkozy. Jean-Luc Mélenchon, a 60 year-old kind of born-again rabble rouser – no-one on the street had heard of 

him before now even if his a senator – storms into the campaign as the candidate of the Front de Gauche and is gaining 

so much support as an alternative to Hollande in his left-wing radical views that he overtakes Marine Le Pen in the polls: 

stealing votes like a magpie.  Meanwhile Madame Chirac comes out saying she supports Sarkozy, despite her ex-

President husband having publicly supported Hollande.  The quiet assumption being that Mr. Chirac is sadly failing in 

health.    
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Tragedy 
 

Week ending 25 March 2012. The campaign is halted while France mourns the brutal killings of schoolchildren, 
paratroopers and adults. The young disaffected youth holed up with his arsenal is finally overcome by the elite forces. 

Madame Chirac criticises Hollande’s lack of political acumen and left-wing Mélenchon rises steadily in the poles, 
overtaking Le Pen. 

 

 

Birds suspend campaigning in reaction to 
Toulouse deaths 

Credit: Tony Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop the show, let the curtain drop 

no place for banter, this is real 

tragedy in the streets of Toulouse 

planned revenge or random slaughter 

children, paratroopers and a headmaster 

felled by a mere boy gone beserk 

mind in his bullets, time-bomb his heart 

holed up in a house with his hatred and guns 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, bang bang bang 

back now to kill and now it’s done.  

Yet the show must go on, the blame and the jockeying 

the presidential run is now ripe for mocking. 

‘Crow should have known’, someone cries 

while blackbird tries to keep his beak closed. 

The ranks are closing and springtime is here 

the clocks have changed and the flocks fly in 

Borloo building his nest with the crow 

while Mélenchon magpie steals more from his foe 

a blackbird bewildered on a slippery slope  

as Madame Chirac chirps ‘crow has my vote!’ 

Sober, sober, the show goes on 

while France mourns, trying to understand and mend. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Week ending 1 April 2012 - Slanging Match 

 

 

The tone of the campaign is lowering; candidates are throwing insults at each other in public.  François Hollande 

campaigns in the islands: we see him in Mayotte draped in garlands, as is the tradition over there. The young 

unemployed turn to Hollande, desperate for more job prospects. François Bayrou (MODEM) does not favour well in the 

polls, and is emerging as a ‘philosophe’ according to some journalists, trying hard to offer a helping hand to temper both 

the Right and the Left. 

 

The weather in Paris is suddenly extremely hot, and pollution levels soar once again to all time highs.   

An article in Le Monde links Sarkozy to the Bettencourt Scandal. Liliane Bettencourt, France’s richest woman and owner 

of L’Oréal, is reported by Le Monde to have given Sarkozy – illicitly - 800 000 Euros in 2007 to finance his Presidential 

campaign of that year. Sarkozy, in response, accuses the left-of-centre newspaper of campaigning for Hollande.  

 

Burmese Aung SanSuu Ki‘s life of peaceful resistance, much of it spent under house arrest, is compensated by standing 

for the first time for a place in parliament, and winning.  
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Slanging Match 

 

Week ending 1st April 2012. The gap in the polls between Sarkozy and Hollande narrowing; any proposed policies 
disappointingly drowned by tit for tat exchanges; jobs for the young seem more important for Parisians than security and 

anti-terrorist measures. Pollution in Paris exceeds acceptable levels for the 28th time since the beginning of the year. 
Aung SanSuu Ki wins a historic place in the Burmese parliament. 

 

 

A kind of Lexicon of Insults!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Has it come to this? 

Mélenchon magpie calls the gannet a bat, 

and gannet Le Pen shouts back ‘villainous prat!’ 

But that’s in the tree tops; down in the branches 

Sarko stalks blackbird Hollande’s nest 

walking on eggs while blackbird dances 

preening his feathers, doing his best 

hop skip and a jump and flies off to Mayotte 

garlands of jasmin, collecting more votes 

yet no jobs for the young and soaring prices. 

What will crow promise during this crisis? 

Police, security, speed and motion 

while the young still wait for some magic potion. 

Once Third Man Bayrou like a booby bird sighs 

look at the money spent – crow’s demise 

Bettencourt scandal and all the lies. 

Paris pollution soars in the heat 

sticks in our throats as these birds compete 

while from prison to parliament a lady in Burma 

retains her dignity without a murmur. 
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Week ending 7 April 2012  -  Easter 

 

Each candidate has an allotted time on television to convince the voters to choose them for President.  However, the first 

round of voting (22 April) coincides with the official school holidays, so it’s feared the voting rate will be very low.  

 

A leakage at the nuclear station in Penly, near Dieppe, is reported, although any ensuing threat to humans or to the 

environment is denied.  

 

Mali’s government is ousted in a coup, the Mali president resigns, and the Tuareg rebels call for independence in the 

region of Azawad. The National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) seized the area at the end of March, but 

Ecowas, the EU and the US refuse their call for independence. 

 

 In Egypt, Mubarak's intelligence chief Omar Suleiman joins the race for presidency, which is seen by some as an 

alarming return to the very regime the democratic movement has been demonstrating against. 

 

The UN is still trying to broker a ceasefire plan in rioting Syria, to no avail. 

 

100 years since the sinking of the Titanic. 
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Easter 

 

Week ending 7 April.  15 more days before the first round of the presidentials on 22 April, when abstention is feared since 

it coincides with French school holidays. Hollande and Sarkozy neck to neck. A nuclear leakage in Penly, near Dieppe, is 

contained. A UN-brokered ceasefire plan in Syria looks increasingly in doubt; in Egypt, Mubarek’s former spy chief wins a 

bid for the May presidential election amid protests, and Mali President resigns after a coup. 

 

Fifteen more days and it’s only begun 

more time on TV, forty-three minutes long 

for each bird to win voters who’ll be out of town 

to cast their vote.  For it’s holiday time, 

sing ‘til you’re hoarse, birds, you won’t bring them back 

from the beaches of Britanny, the Alps or Aubrac 

they’ve enough of your fight for a place in the sky 

left, right or centre, the feathers fly 

as the ranks close, blackbird and crow 

at evens yet clutching at straws for their nests. 

It’s Easter, yes, you  birds lay your eggs 

but no-one to collect them, abstention at best. 

And a nuclear leakage in Penly scotched, they say. 

A coup in Mali forces a president to hide 

and turmoil in Egypt, an enemy pries 

while in Syria no ceasefire, and still it rains mortar. 

and a Titanic centenary looming. 
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Week ending 15 April 2012  -  Aviary 

 

Short televised broadcasts from each candidate after the 8 o’clock news each night show them all trying hard to gain 

votes.  Eva Joly, the Green candidate - Europe écologie, who is Norwegian as well as French, has a thick accent.  She is 

seen writing a letter to France showing her appreciation of the country - and her claim to represent France (she did all her 

studies in France, but has been criticised for her ‘foreign’accent).  A curious, seemingly solitary intellectual and ex civil 

servant M. Cheminade, the candidate for Solidarité et Progrès, talks almost convincingly and charmingly of colonising the 

moon, and M. Dupont-Aignan, leading the right winged Debout la République tries to convince people to eat French, or 

at least EU, leaks and other vegetables, rather than import them from outside the EU.  Nathalie Arthaud, Lutte Ouvrière 

seems very angry in her interviews, so much so that her mouth hardens and can look like a wide beak: watching her one 

loses concentration on what she is saying...  

 

Candidate Philippe Poutou for the Nouveau Parti Anti-capitaliste (NPA) proves a seductive, intellectual interviewer 

during a television debate with his 1968-ish style presentation, although it doesn’t look as if he’ll go much further in the 

campaign. Two big rallies, one for the Party Socialist and François Hollande, the other for the UMP and Nicholas Sarkozy, 

coincide.  

 

Sarkozy officially recognises France’s “historical responsibility” in abandoning Harki Algerian veterans.  The Harkis fought 

alongside the French during the Algerian war (1954 – 1962) and settled in France.  They are French Muslims and have 

been neglected both politically and socially in France; they have been fighting ever since the end of the Algerian war for 

due recognition of all they did for France.  The Harkis and their descendants number around 500 000 in France. 

 

Turkey, worried about its geographical and political situation, calls for an international conference to discuss the Iran 

nuclear programme. 

  

The Taliban launches the biggest attack on Kabul in the last 11 years, targeting embassies and NATO bases, amongst 

other buildings. 

 



27 

Aviary  

Week ending 15 April: Tension reaching fever pitch as Sarkozy slips in the polls. All ten candidates give their pitches on 
screen, yet nothing seems tangible in their proposals. Sarkozy’s and Hollande’s rallies coincide with the Paris marathon; 

Turkey hosts an international meeting to discuss the Iran nuclear programme; North and South Sudan at loggerheads 

over oilfields, and the Taleban target foreign presence in Kabul. 

 

 

 

copyright © 2012 The Parisian Post all 
rights reserved 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Too dispersed all these birds – bird lovers despair 

as they strut their stuff with their beaks in the air. 

Born-Again Mélenchon up to his pranks 

magpie cackling ‘We’ll take over the banks!’ 

collecting his treasure from Left and from Right 

flashing his feathers neon and white. 

Angry duck Arthaud : “NO! NO! NO!”s 

lagging behind quacking furious prose 

while Dupont-Aignan the dickie bird 

chirps ‘no lettuce, no rhubarb unless they are ours 

EU product, no others,’  he glowers. 

Oriole Chemineau smiles at the moon 

and Sarko pro-Harki true to the crow 

more strident, more ruffled against his foe. 

‘No more money-walls!’ blackbird sings 

suave through the crowds yet his song saccadé, 

Poutou foutu and gannet Le Pen 

sharpens her beak against all these men 

and Joly greenfinch writes “I love you France” 

as they prance and they dance through this marathon run 

to 22 April and still all’s not done. 

And who dares crow that taxes will rise 

and foreign credits pay ministry sparrows 

jobs, schools and debt – all taboo in the shadows 

until the poll closes on 6th of May 

when at last we can all call it a day. 

Meanwhile Turkey jittery – Iran’s nuclear plans, 

and quarrels in North and South Sudan 

over oil fields and riches, the pattern continues 

and Afghanistan, the fighting renewed, 

and ceasefire in Syria: fiction. 



 

 

 

 

 

Week ending 22 April 2012 - Migrations 

 

After the first round of voting, Sarkozy and Hollande find themselves face to face in the second round. The Socialist 

party is on top.  Just.   Marine Le Pen and other failed candidates are now watched: who will they vote for in the second 

round? Will they try to persuade voters which candidate to choose?  Who will now migrate to which camp?  Seen through 

the eyes of a hungry media, it seems like a free-for-all, with debates and analyses on nearly all radio and television 

shows. Migration itself is still a hot subject, being taken up by Sarkozy to collect Le Pen’s votes now she is out of the race.  

 

Martin Hirsch, from Sarkozy’s government, jumps camp and publicly announces support for Hollande. Fadela Amara, 

another Sarkozy government member, calls for people to vote for Hollande, not Sarkozy. 

 

The 8 o’clock television news on the second channel, France 2, chooses a story of how people are getting poorer and 

poorer with purchasing power dropping, and show people queuing up at the Paris Crédit Municipal where they can 

exchange their jewels for money.   

 

 The UN peace force is trying its best to keep some kind of peace in Syria while the fighting continues between 

government forces and the people.  

 

Rebel ridden Mali causes migration out into Niger - and Mauritania. The Tuareg rebels with their islamist allies have held 

a vast section of northern Mali since last month’s uprising in Mali. Many of the refugees arriving in Mauritania are Tuaregs 

from Timbuktu. The term ‘black’ and ‘white’ Tuaregs, used on a TV channel this week, was used by the French in the 

1950s, giving a superficial explanation for the term, they said that the Tuaregs, to protect their faces from the sand and 

sun, used veils which were either dark blue (black) or white, the former being worn mostly by the ‘nobles’ and the white 

being worn by the ordinary people. 
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Migrations 

Week ending 22 April.  Hollande overtakes Sarkozy in the first round with Le Pen 3rd, winning a surprisingly high 18 
%. The Left not too jubilant, remembering how they lost spectacularly to Le Pen in 2002. Prominent government members 

defect to the Left. Credit Municipal de Paris besieged by requests for money in exchange for goods, becoming a substitute for 

the banks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A climate change and the birds migrate 

from Right to Left, take off for new mates 

Hirsch, Fadela, crow’s nest emptying 

gannet Le Pen preens her feathers, gliding. 

“It’s now or never” the blackbird sings 

in the shadows of April 2002 

while Sarko ruffled is losing his swing 

never too clever at serenading 

go-it-alone crow, too much parading 

he brings in his darling, the Copé starling 

‘no immigrant birds, no government debt 

we’ll turn the tables, there’s time yet!’ 

for the show must go on fifteen more days 

birds of a feather flying amok 

here, there everywhere against the clock 

the vote decided by the undecided 

for what is the difference between blackbird and crow 

when it really comes down to Yes and No? 

both the same colouring if not the same swagger 

both of their beaks like shining daggers. 

Meanwhile queues for credits – throw in your  jewels 

to pay the rent and order the fuel 

and EU sanctions are lifted in Burma 

and more migration from Mali to Niger - 

white and black Tuaregs, rebellion fever 

and UN observers watch over Syria - 

a holding hand, but who helps who? 
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Week ending 29 April 2012 - Knaves and Kings 

 

- The UN-backed special court casts a guilty verdict on former Liberian leader Charles Taylor for aiding and abetting war 

crimes during the civil war in Sierra Leone: one ex-King/Knave down. 

 

- Blind Chinese activist Chen Guangcheng flees house arrest in China, bringing to light malpractices in the Chinese police 

and criticising Chinese family policies: a knave wins against kings. 

 

- The up and rising Bo Xilai in China is sacked as Communist Party boss of the south-western city of Chongqing, and is 

also suspended from other key political posts, during an official investigation into corruption and allegations that his wife 

was involved in the murder of a UK businessman: would-be king turned knave;   

 

- Virulent supporters of the would-be kings Hollande and Sarko fling insults around, which does the two opponents no 

favour in the ethics department.   
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Knaves and Kings 

Week ending 29 April 2012. The last lap before election day, the campaign is marred with more below- the-belt 
insults from both sides. Charles Taylor is condemned in The Hague to life imprisonment for his blood diamond 
war crimes; a top prominent Chinese politician is removed from office bolstering a rising leader’s power, and a 

blind Chinese activist flees house arrest. 

 

 

The owl-falcon smiles with demonic, googly-eyes and a wide, maniacal, fanged grin. “Bird #1″ as Providence artist Cody 
Thompson calls his creation, is an array of rainbow-hued sequins and beads that he stitched to a bright magenta cloth bordered 

with blue and gold ribbons and blue fringe. The bird raises its wings in a brilliant display of flower-shaped sequins. 

Are they losing their heads, these would-be Kings? 

Insults fly on stage and in the wings, 

their knaves and aces deal the blows with clubs 

and maces. ‘Louis Fourteenth’ ‘Pétain’ ‘spoilt brat’ 

‘collabo.’ ‘Rottweiler’ and ‘prat.’ 

They cloak themselves in regal confidence 

while underneath the insolent naked truth 

(a crow’s a crow, his swagger still unnerves 

a blackbird, hesitant, can’t fight against his foes.) 

In Africa a king of diamonds falls; 

a princeling knave In China’s quickly felled 

to pave the way for rivals; and a blind man 

jumps arrest and calls their bluff, helps us 

to see their cloak and dagger stealth. 
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Week ending 6 May 2012 - Finale 

 

Hollande made it!   

 

But before he made it, a much awaited televised duel between Hollande and Sarkozy finally took place on France 2.  

Tension was high, Hollande was leading in the polls; but neither comes out of the debate the clear winner, although 

opinions vary enormously, some saying Hollande was clear, cool and collected, whereas others saw him vague and losing 

his cool against a baiting Sarkozy.   Did it make a difference to the final presidential election result?  I doubt it.   

 

So, while 51.6 per cent of France celebrates with Francois Hollande, Nicholas Sarkozy gives a rallying speech to his 

mourners, urging them to work together with those in power.  He has already vowed he will no longer ‘do politics’ but even 

his key supporters -  ex ministers - doubt that this will be the case; they say he has too much still to give, having learnt so 

much during his last mandate.  But for now he can at last collapse into the arms of Carla, and sleep for as long as it takes 

for him to recuperate and unruffled those crow feathers.    

 

And meanwhile starts the run to the parliamentary elections… for the 17
th
 June, to coincide with the Greek general 

elections on the same day, just as Hollande’s election of 6 May coincides with the Greeks voting against austerity 

measures demanded by the EU and the IMF.  The stock markets tumble.  And so on to the future, which depending on 

which way you look at it, looks either disastrous or… vivifying.   On to more defining elections in June. 
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Finale 

6 May 2012.  Hollande wins the Presidency of France. Sarkozy announces he’s leaving the political landscape; Le Pen rallies for 
supporters in preparation for the legislative election to complement the Left in Parliament. Greeks vote against austerity, paving 

the way for possible default and return to the drachma. 

 

 

 

Blackbird sings at the break of day head high 

heralds in his flocks to build his nest 

and feather it with promises designed 

to turn the tide of Merkozy at best. 

Crow leaves the field flies off, his duty done 

no scare-crow now, his warnings all but shunned. 

Gannet gathers colonies, preparing for the flight 

to dive-bomb blackbird’s realm and rally for a fight. 

For Germany, a partnership is drifting, 

in Brussels the balances are shifting. 

Greece reels undecided, all divided 

enough the endless suffering and despair. 

A euro break-up hovering in the air 

and where to turn to? Blackbird, let your song be fair. 
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The Candidates  

(in alphabetical order) 

 

ARTHAUD Nathalie 

  

Lutte ouvrière.  National spokeswoman for Lutte ouvrière 2008.   Municipal counselor for Youth at the Town Hall of Vaulx-

en-Velin (Rhône) 2007.  High-school teacher in economics and management at Lycée Le Corbusier (Aubervilliers) 2000 

onwards.  Agrégation in economics and management 2000, Capes economics and management 1997.  

BAYROU François  

 

Mouvement démocratique (MODEM).  President of MODEM 2007.  Presidential candidate in 2007. Parliamentary deputy 

for 2e circonscription des Pyrénées-Atlantiques 1988 onwards.  Municipal counselor at the Town Hall of Pau 1983-1993 

and 2008. Classics teacher at Lycée de Nay (Pyrénées-Atlantiques 1974-1979. Agrégation de lettres classiques, 

Bordeaux University 1974. 

CHEMINADE Jacques   

 

Solidarité et Progrès.  Presidential candidate 1995. President of Solidarité et Progrès 1996 onwards. Secretary General of 

Parti ouvrier européen, Rassemblement pour une France libre, Fédération pour une nouvelle solidarité socialiste 1981–

1996. Civil Servant at the French external economic relations Department 1969-1981 at the French Ministry for Economy 

and Finance. École Nationale d’Administration (ENA) 1969. University Degree in Law 1965. École des Hautes Études 

Commerciales (HEC) 1963. 
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DUPONT-AIGNAN Nicolas  

 

Debout la République. President of Debout la République 1999 onwards.  Parliamentary deputy 6e circonscription de 

l'Essonne since 1997. President of Communauté d'agglomération du val d'Yerres since 1995.  Mayor of Yerres since 

1995. Conseiller technique for employment, urban ecology and noise at the Ministry for environment 1994-1995. École 

Nationale d’Administration (ENA) 1989. Diplôme d'Études Supérieures Spécialisées (DESS) in business management 

and financial markets, Paris-Dauphine University, 1985. Law degree 1984.  Sciences Po - L'Institut d'études politiques 

(IEP) de Paris 1982.   

 

HOLLANDE François  

 

Parti socialiste. President of the Conseil général of the Department of Corrèze, 2008 onwards. Parliamentary deputy of 1e 

circonscription de Corrèze 1988-1993 and 2008 onwards.  First secretary of the Parti socialiste 1997-2008.  Professor of 

economics at Sciences Po - L'Institut d'études politiques (IEP) de Paris 1982-1992.  École Nationale d’Administration 

(ENA) 1980.  Sciences-Po 1978. École des Hautes Études Commerciales HEC 1975.   

 

JOLY Eva 

 

Europe écologie les verts. European deputy at the European Parliament 2008 onwards.  Judge/Juge d'instruction au pôle 

financier at the Paris Palais de justice1 990-2002.  École nationale de la magistrature 1981.  Diplôme d’études 

approfondies (DEA) in political science 1969. Law degree 1967.  

 

LE PEN Marine 

 

Front Nationale/FN. President of the FN 2009 onwards.  European deputy at the European Parliament 2004 onwards.   

Regional counselor in the Nord-Pas-de-Calais Region 199-2004 and from 2010 onwards.  Legal Service at the FN 1998-

2003.  Lawyer at the Paris Bar 1992-1998.  Diplôme d’études approfondies (DEA) in penal law 1991.  Masters degree in 

Law 1990.  
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MÉLENCHON Jean-Luc  

 

Front de gauche. European deputy at the European parliament 2009 onwards. Co-president of the national office of the 

Parti de gauche 2009 onwards. Senator for the  Département de l'Essonne 1986-2000 then 2004-2010).  

Director of the Parti Socialiste political weekly "Vendredi" 1993-1995.  Journalist at  La Dépêche du Jura, La Voix 

Jurassienne, La Tribune du Jura, le mensuel de la fédération socialiste du Jura 1976-1978.  Philosophy degree at the 

University of Besançon 1976. 

 

POUTOU Philippe 

 

Nouveau parti anticapitaliste. Car worker 2000 inwards at  Usine First-Ford de Blanquefort (Gironde).  Candidate at the 

legislative elections in Gironde for the Ligne communiste révolutionnaire 2007.  No recorded diplomas.  

 

SARKOZY Nicolas:  

 

Union pour un Mouvement Populaire (UMP).  President of the French Republic 2007–2012. Minister of the Interior, 2005 – 

2007.  Minister of Economics and Finance 2004. Minister of the Interior 2002 – 2004. President of the Conseil général des 

Hauts de Seine 2004 – 2007. Lawyer/Avocat à la cour, associé du bâtonnier, 1981-1987. At the Ordre des avocats de 

Paris.  DEA (Diplôme d’études approfondies) in political science, 1979.  Masters degree in private law, 1978. 
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Annie Shepherd  

 

Annie Shepherd studied French political institutions at the Institut Français du Royaume-Uni and the 

Universities of Paris and Lille, and worked at the UK Foreign Office from where she was posted to the British 

Embassy in Paris, following French politics. She has been living in Paris ever since.  These poems were 

written during the French Presidential Campaign 2012 in Paris, with the occasional commentary on 

international news.  Illustrations chosen and collected by Sylvain Fraccola. 

 

 

The author wishes to thank Sylvain Fraccola for offering the challenging opportunity to illustrate the campaign 

in poetic form. 

 

These poems first appeared on The Parisian Post: www.theparisianpost.com 

 

 

 

For more of her published poetry, including her collection Jostled by Ghosts, contact 

ashepherdparis@gmail.com. 
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